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In compliance with Rules 1.97 and 1.98, and in ful- 
fillment of the duty of disclosure under Rule 1.56, the accom- 
panying document, a copy of which is attached to this state- 
ment, is made of record on the enclosed sheet. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of this item 
is that in the newly-cited patent, the procedure for distrib- 
uting the information to be reproduced in a material object, 
comprises a payment confirmation step between the server and 
the terminal at the point of sale location. Such a step re- 
quires an online connection during the sales transaction, and 
may generate additional costs for maintaining such a connec- 
tion during opening hours. 



HIBMA S.N. 09/759,4 



By contrast, in the present invention, this ineffi- 
cient step is omitted. Payment information is handled at a 
later stage and also the information product comprising peri- 
odical publications, is stored at the point of sale location, 
and only replaced at a given scheduled time when a fresh addi- 
tion is available at the server. 

The cited reference relates to a system for repro- 
ducing information and material objects at a point of sale lo- 
cation, but it appears that this system manages sales of in- 
formation content such as music or motion pictures and a mate- 
rial object such as an audio/video tape, or a floppy disc or 
phonograph records, eight-track tapes, reel-to-reel tapes, 
videodiscs, handheld calculators, electronic games, greeting 
cards, maps and sheet music. By contrast, the present inven- 
tion sells periodical publications over a computer network, 
distributing such publications by a server to a temporary 
storage at the point of sale location when a fresh edition is 
available, and selling the edition to a customer by a remote 
terminal at the point of sale location. 

It is believed that the claims now in the case ade- 
quately bring this out. 
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